viii                                     PREFACE.

lished it by an exhaustive examination of all the great
diplomatic transactions of the present century; but I
have dealt in the Essay with a sufficient number of them
to shew that the old doctrine of the equality of all
independent states before the law is rapidly becoming
unsuited to the facts of international intercourse in
modern Europe, and that it ought now to be superseded
by a new doctrine, which shall ascribe, to the Great
Powers the position of legal preeminence given them by
their superiority in force and influence.

The various Essays are not so entirely disconnected
as might appear from a perusal of their titles. The first
certainly stands by itself, and deals with a" question of
Jurisprudence rather than of pure International Law.
The second and third, if read together, will be found to
contain an account, however imperfect, of the legal ques-
tions which gather round oceanic canals. The remaining
three are united by the idea of Evolution as applied to
International Law, and also by the theory of the Primacy
of the Great Powers. In the fourth I have sought to
shew the origin of the modern law of nations ; in the
fifth I have pointed out how one of the leading principles
of its founders is being rendered obsolete by the growth
of events in our own times; and in the sixth I have con-
sidered the subject of war in the light of the theory of
Development, and have found reason for believing that a
state of perpetual peace will be gradually evolved upon
earth.

The second Essay appeared as a paper in the
February number of the Law Magazine and Review,